ADOPTED - DECEMBER 13, 2016

AGENDA ITEM NO. 47
Introduced by the Law & Courts and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION THANKING GRETCHEN WHITMER FOR HER SERVICE TO 
INGHAM COUNTY AS PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

RESOLUTION # 16 – 544
WHEREAS, the July 2, 2016 resignation of the Ingham County Prosecutor created a vacancy for the chief law enforcement official within the County of Ingham, the Prosecuting Attorney; and

WHEREAS,  the Ingham County Circuit Court Judges unanimously appointed Gretchen Whitmer to serve as the Prosecuting Attorney, effective July 2, 2016 through the end of the year, when a newly elected Prosecutor will take office; and

WHEREAS, recognizing the need to rebuild the public's trust and confidence in the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office as soon as possible, she accepted the appointment due to her dedication to public service and the citizens of the County of Ingham; and

WHEREAS, during a very difficult time in the County of Ingham, with the assistance of the great staff within the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office, she was able to regain the trust, confidence and restore integrity within the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office; and

WHEREAS, to maintain trust in the integrity of the office long term, she implemented formal standards of ethics and established a training protocol for Assistant Prosecuting Attorneys within the Office; and

WHEREAS, the revelation of potential evidence destruction at the Ingham County Sheriff’s Office called into question the impact of missing evidence on cases in the County of Ingham, Gretchen initiated an investigation by the Michigan State Police and an evaluation by a Special Prosecutor to ensure the integrity of past and pending cases; and

WHEREAS, Gretchen recognized the need to make immediate improvements to the office; among other changes, she implemented a dedicated Assistant Prosecutor to handle felony domestic violence cases within the County of Ingham and expanded the Diversion Program by adding a caseworker in 2017. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby thank Gretchen Whitmer for her service to the County of Ingham and its citizens as Prosecuting Attorney.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board extends its sincere appreciation to Gretchen Whitmer and the dedicated employees of the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office for reestablishing trust, confidence and honor within the Office of the Prosecuting Attorney.

LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Crenshaw, Celentino, Anthony, Banas, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Tsernoglou     Approved  12/01/2016
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Bahar-Cook, McGrain, Crenshaw, Schafer, Case Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Tennis, Anthony     Approved  12/07/2016
